





Born in 1891 at Behra in 


Pakistan, Birbal Sahni is 
regarded as a pioneer in 
yalaeobotanical research in 


ndia. 

Educated at Lahore and Em- 
manuel College, Cambridge, 
he became the first Professor 
| of the Botany Department of 
Lucknow University in 1921. 
He investigated the structure of 
Indian fossil plants from 
Palaeozoic to Quarternary beds 
and founded a new group of 


fossil gyemnosperms - the 
Penlonylae. . 
Based on his collections 


and research, was established 
the Institute of Palaeobotany at 
Lucknow (now Birbal Sahni 
Institute of Palaeobotany) - for 
which Sahni donated all his 
savings. 
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On the occasion of his birth | 
centenary which fell this year. 
the Institute, in collaboration 
with Regional Science Centre, 
Lucknow, developed an ex- 
hibition entitled “The Past of 
the Green World’. | 
On November 14, it was in- 
augurated by Dr. A.P. Mitra, 
Bhatnagar Fellow of Council | 
of Scientifie and Industrial Re- 
search and Chairman, Govern- 
ing Body of M, in 
presence of Dr. H.Y. Mohan- 
ram, Emeritus professor, Delhi 
University. 
_ The exhibition was arranged 
in three sections. The first sec- 
tion displayed events as early 
as the Big Bang, the creation 
of the atmosphere and the first 
throb of life on earth; forma- 
tion of algaes, their migration 





















































to landmass, their development 
as vascular plants and further 
evolution as seed bearing and 
flower bearing plants. The 
second section dealt with the 
science of palaeobotany. The 
major subjects in this section 
tion, dating of fossils" fosell 
ion, dating © ils. i 
localities in India and the dif- 
ferent t of fossils. Several 
electronic games, computer 
and Bn igge e pple: 
mente part of the ex- 
hibition. The third section 


displayed Sahni’s genius - 
athering various events from 
iS life and works, and his as- 
sociation with Pandit Nehru, 
the first Prime Minister of in- 
dependent India: In this sec- 
lion, some of his personal 
belongings like his camera, 
microscope, haversack, cal- 
culator etc. were on display. 
The exhibition after Sree at 
Lucknow on January 14, 1992 
shall travel to differént cities in 
the country. 


J.B.S. HALDANE 


John Burdon Sanderson Hal- 
dane was a person of versatile 
genius. 

He drew the attention of con- 
temporary intellectuals for the 
first time babs he posites a 
paper on SIOLOgY al Ihe age 
of 20 a taught the subject al 
Oxford without any formal 
education on it. He switched 
ver » bio-chemist Fa 

inally to genetics, in which he 
estab. ished the Haldane's law 
in 1922. He wrote on enzymol- 
ogy, bio-chemistry, _physial- 
ogy, Statistics, evolution, and 
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posmonogy. He migrated to 
India in 1957 at the age of 
sixty five and died in 1964. 

In connection with his birth 
anniversary which was 
celebrated widely across 
Europe in November ‘91, 
universities, various institu- 
tions and organisations here in 
India undertook grammes 

| I ; genius. 
Birla Industrial Tech- 
nological Museum joined 
them, paying a humble tribute 
n the form of an exhibition 
which, through more than 60 
panels and a video programme 
displayed material gather 
rom his life and works, in- 
cluding his contribution to the 
theory of chemical evolution 
on the origin of life. : 

The exhibition was in- 
augurated on November &, by 
Dr.Bhaskar  Raychowdhury 
Vice-Chancellor, University of 
Calcutta. It remained open to 
me till December 8, 


in appreciatio of hi 
ciation is 
and 


PRAKASH 91 


In course of time, pre—his- 
toric man’s quest to extend his 
activities beyond dusk led to a 
series of developments; the ad- 
vent of the torch flame, the 
animal fat lamp. and finally the 
electric lamp. Further advance- 
ments took place with the in- 
troduction of halogen gases. 
But the search for an even 
higher efficacy generated a 
new breed of gas discharge 
lamps: the fluorescent, mer- 
cury vapour metal halide and 

um vapour lamps, and 
later, the compact fluorescent 


and miniaturised halogen 
lamps dichroic reflectors and 
lamps with electronic acces- 


SOTES. 

All these developments as | 
well as the 
lighting, benefits of lighting 
lighting were the highlights of 
ighting were the highlights o 
the theme stall of PRAKASH : 
91 - an international exhibition 
and conference on lighting 
technology arrange byt e In- 
dian Society of Lighting En- 
ineers and Trade ~ Fair 
uthorily of India from Oc- 
tober 13,1991. 


The stall with 50 exhibits on 
the history of lighting and its 
popular applications was put 
up by the Hall of Science 
echnolo and Energy, a 
project of the National Council 
of Science Museums which 
will portray scientific and tech- 
nological “ development in 
modern India. 

he exhibition was visited by 
over 80,000 visitors. It is now 
installed pepnaeney in the 
National Science Centre, after 
a brief exposition at Teen 
Murti House in New Delhi. 


SCIENCE EXHIBITION | 
AT TEEN MURTI 
BHAVAN 


The Prime Minister Shri P.¥. 
Narasimha Rao inaugurated an 
exhibition on the sprawling 
lawns of Teen Murti Bhavan 
on 14th November, 1991, 
Among the numerous stalls, 
National Council of Science 
Museums was a big draw for | 
the crowd throughout the span 
of the exhibition. 





fundamentals of | 


Spread over 15,000 Sq.ft. the 
Council's stall offered exhibits 


on a wide range of topics 
| Covering science and technal- 
oy divided into six sections. 
The stall presented glimpses of 
our heritage of science and ex- 
hibits on popular scientific 
henomena, various facts of 
ight energy, the galaxy and its 
mysteries, teaching aids and 
kits and a computer section, 
The exhibition continued till 
30th November, “91. 


PURULIA 

| For the first time in Punulia, 
Mobile Science Exibition ser- 
vice was startled for propoga- 
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NEW EXHIBIT 
GALTON BOARD 


this exhibit furnishes a 
direct visual verification of the 
phenomenon of normal prob- 
ability distibution which 
provides a fairly close ap- 
proximation to many - but by 
no means all frequency dis- 
tributions of real world obser- 
vation, 

In term of the practical arran- 
gement in this exhibit, a large 
number of balls are allowed to 
fall freely from a port hole of a 
hopper at the top and find their 
way into vertically partitioned 


tion of science and iis aware- 
ness in the rural areas. The 
topic of this MSE was Energy. 


CALCUTTA 


A new Science Demonstra- 
tion Lecture Unit on Waves 
devel by Birla Industrial 
and — Sissi. pu Museum 
Was Inaugurated on August 23, 
1991 at Model School Science 
Centre, BITM. Designed to 
cater to the needs of H.S. clas- 
SS as an educational aid, the 
demonstration included inter- 
ference, response, polarisation 
etc. 


columns or pockets. The balls 
are however, obstructed during 
their free fall by metallic pins. 
mounted in a regular pattern. 

Although any of the balls 
while falling, due to successive 
bouncing in a random fashion 
at the pins could get diverted 
to any of the vertical columns, 
yet each time the operation is 


repeated, each of the vertical 
columns es filled up to the 

same level. 
This exhibit, developed by 
al 


the Visvesvaraya Industrial 
Technological ~ Museum 
Bangalore, incorporates a 
simple, economic and less 
prone-to-break down hardware 
design, eliminating the 
problems of an earlier version 
which led to the jamming of 
the hopper port hole due to the 
ore number of (about 1000) 
balls falling into the hopper as 
a single load. 

The locus of the top levels of 
the columns filled up with the 
balls is termed the "Gaussion 
Curve" or curve of normal 
distribution is found to occur 
in population distribution, 

enctics, atomic science, traf- 
ic control, insurance etc. 
where large number of entities 
are involved in large number 
of events. 





SCIENCE 
CENTRE 


WEWS 


BANGALORE 


The National Students Design 
Competition (NSDC) °91 for 
the students of Engineering 
Degree Colleges of India was 
organised by Visvesvaraya In- 
dustrial and Technological 
Museum, Bangalore. Twenty 
four entries were received in 
four disciplines and eleven 
gee were recommended by 
he panel of professors who 
evaluated the entries. 


District Level Quiz(written 
was held at Chickmagalur an 
tame oy on December 30 
1991, 280 students and 85 
teachers took part in the 
programme. 


BHUBANESWAR 


District Science Centre or- 
ganised the National Envioron- 
ment Awareness Month by 
hosting a quiz contest, extem- 

re, plant indentification and 
sit and draw’ competition. 


On the Energy Conservation 
Day observed by the Centre, a 
popular lecture and a para- 
graph writing contest were or- 
ganised. 


A Film Festival was also held 
in December, which screened 
43 films on various topics. 
Ase people visited the fes- 
tival. 


BOMBAY 


A special training programme 
was arranged for teachers from 
es from September 23 
~ October 2, 1991. 


Twent articipants were 
trained in design and fabrica- 


tion of teaching aids and kits 
and their use through Science 
Park and given an insight to 
various educational program- 
mes and activities of Nehru 
Science Centre., They were 
trained in Aeromodelling and 
Model Rocketry. 


Conducted in collaboration 
with the Dept. of Science and 
Technology, Govt. of Rajas- 
than, the programme was 
aimed at enabling the teachers 
to start Science Club activity in 
their respective schools. 


During October 29 — Novem- 

tr 3, Nehru Science Centre 
organised creative ability clas- 
ses in Physics, Chemistry, Life 
Science, Electronics, Com- 
puter, art and craft for 122 stu- 
dents of Bombay. 


CALCUTTA 


Birla industrial and Tech- 
nological Museum organised 
the following programmes : 


In collaboration with Zoologi- 
cal Survey of India, a Nature 
trail was Organised for school 
students at the Agri-Horticul- 
ture Garden on October 5, 
1991. Seventy two students 
from twenty one schools par- 
ticipated in the programmes 


which included a quiz and sit 
and draw competition. 


The Museum organised voca- 
tional hobby camps for stu- 
dents of classes VIII, IX and X 
from October 23 to November 
7, 1991. The cam were 
based on Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology, Aeroplane and Ship- 
modelling. 


A Nature ber Camp jointly 
organised with the — Forest 
Directorate, Govt. of West 
Bengal at Sunderbans from 
October 24 - 26, 1991. About 
twenty members. of _ the 
Museum's study Circle along 
with members of two Nature 
Clut participated. At 
Sanjnekhali, the team observed 
the rearing of estuarine 
crocodile, olive-rielley turtles 
batagur bascle etc. Slides o 
flora and fauna of Sundarbans 
were also shown. 


Indian Society for Individual 
and Social Development (Cal. 
Chapter) in collaboration with 
the Museum offered children 
between 8 - 10 years of age the 
pleasant experience of under- 
standing their own creative 
poreaes The workshop also 

Iped the parents to discover 


the meanings they have pen 
m, 


to ‘Creativity’, — ‘freec 

‘discipline’ etc. 23 children 
and 10 parents participated in 
the workshop between October 


23-27, 1991. 


A_ Science and Technology. 
Film Festival was_ organised 
from December 3 - 12, 1991 in 
collaboration with Alliance 
Francaise, Calcutta. 

The festival included some 
award winning films screened 
for the first time in the country 
covering a wide range of sub- 
jects including plants, animals 
and AIDS, 


About 250 invited guests at- 
tended the Fourth Colour 
Transparency Festival at the 
Museum on December 7 and 8, 
1991. Held in collaboration 
with Indian Association for 





Colour Transparency it fur- 
thered the Association's objec- 
tive to popularise colour 


transparencies as an alternative 
medium for wunderstandin, 
science and technology, art 
and culture, nature and en- 
vironment. 


The Museum collaborated 
with Midnapore Science 
Centre to organise a Low Cost 
Teaching Aid Workshop be- 
tween December 30 - 31, at 
Contal P.K. College, Mid- 


napore. 
About fifty teachers. prepared 
and worked on projects like 
Laws of Friction, Centripetal 
Force, Making of brass from 
copper, catalytic decompoti- 
tian etc, 


DHARAMPUR 


An advance 
programme on 
education was 


trainin 

sipe-echout 
. organised in 
collaboration wil South 
Gujarat University Surat and 


conducted at District, Science 
Centre, Dharampur from Oc- 
tober 1 — December 31, 1991. 

e course covered topics like 
‘Child Education in pre- 
school’, “Balanced diet for 
child mother’ and survey work 
of Belawadies of Dharampur 
under IDCS project. 36 un- 
employed boys and girls par- 
ticipated in the course and 
were awarded certificates. 


Children’s Day November 14 
1991 was celebrated with a 

day wo 
painting for housewives and a 
sit and draw contest for 
children in collaboration with 


hop on Tribal Art, 


Lady Wilson 
Dharampur. 
Ina programme held between 
November15 - 30, 1991, & stu- 
dents were taught to construct 
a telescope. 


Museum, 


An asironomy camp organised 
at Bhensdara on November 15 
was allended by 55 students 
while 142 students and 10 
teachers attended a similar 
ogame on December 27, 


Two Nature Study Camps were 
organised between November 
16 - 20, 1991 at Banti, Gogar- 
pati in Dharampur Taluka. 40 
students and 3 teachers par- 
ticipated in the activities which 
included film shows, iden- 
tification of plants, water treat- 
ment for village wells ete. 


A month long black and white 
photography training course 
was organised for local un- 
employee ouths under 
TRYSM/IRDP by the Centre. 
Twenty nine youths underwent 
the course held from Decem- 
ber 1 — 31, 1991. 


The Centre conducted a 
guidance on demonstration 
session for making of science 
teaching aids for teachers at 
the Science Fair at Kandolpada 
on December 7, 1991, 


A Teachers’ draining Prog- 
ramme was organised for the 
teachers of Dharampur block 
from December 28 - 31. 1, 
teachers participated to fabri- 
cate eaching aids whic 
were given to the local schools 
for classroom use. 


GULBARGA 


On November 7, 1991, the 
District Science Centre, Gul- 
barga, organised a lecture on 
‘Computer and Society’ by 
Shri P.T. Kulkarni. 


On November 14, an On the 
Spot Painting Competition for 
primary and higher primary 
studenis and an Intercollegiate 
Quiz on Science and General 
Awareness were held. 


The Centre & Si. John's Blood 
Bank organised ‘Know your 
Blood Group Camp’ on the an- 
niversary of J.C. Bose's 
aay on 30th November, 


In another Er arene, the 
Centre in collaboration with 
Indian = Oil Corporation 
pate _ the = Inter-High 
chool Quiz Competition on 
General Awareness on Novem- 
ber 30), 1991. 


The Centre, along with the 
Dept. of Public nstruction, 
Gulbarga held the District 
Level Science Fair - 1991 at 
Government Junior College for 
Girls, ulbarga between 
December 3 - 5, 1991. 





GUWAHATI 


57 participants from different 
schools and colleges of Assam 
and Meghalaya participated in 
the Computer Fair "91 held be- 
tween December 10 - 13 at the 
Regional Science Centre, 
Khanapara, Guwahati with the 
active participation of the 
Director of Secondary Educa- 
tion, Assam, Institute of Ad- 
vanced Studies in Science and 
Technology, Guwahati, Assam 
Engineering College, Jalukbari 
and Assam Engineering In- 
stitute, Chandmari. 


Competitions were held in 
software, quiz, extempore 
pcg and essay writing. 
rizes were awarded to the 


winners of each category. 


NAGPUR 


Forty B.Ed. students from 
Pune  Sevasadan Adhyapika 
trained in a Teachers’ Training 
Programme organised — by 
Raman Science Centre, Nag- 
pur from October 21-25, 1991. 


Projects on ‘Convection 
Current’, Be woe ane - 
our pupi i-metallic Strip’ 
ever’ and ‘Electrical board’ 
were completed by the par- 
ticipants. 


PATNA 


Srikrishna Science Centre or- 
ganised a Computer Fair, 1991 
in collaboration with BYTE 
Consultants, Patna from 
December 9-12. 65 Students 
from 6 schools participated in 
four different events.The prize 
for overall performance was 
awarded to St.Michael’s High 
School Patna. 


On the occasion of birth an- 
niversary of late Dr. S.K. 
Singh on October 21, 1991, 
prizes and shields were 
awarded to the_winners of 
Science Writeup Contest 91. 


TIRUNELVELI 


A programme in ‘Maintenance 
of household appliances - 
Electric Iron’ was conducted 
for the rural youth from 
various villages on October 25, 
1991 in collaboration with 
Nehru Yuva Kendra, Tirunel- 
veli. 17 youths participated in 
the programme, 


A two day programme in 
repairing and maintenance of 
house-hold electrical applian- 
ces was conducted in_col- 
laboration with the Rural 
Welfare Centre, Manur 
Tirunelveli on October 29 & 
30, 1991. ime 

13 staff trainees from different 
rural welfare societies acting 
under the RWC, Manur, at- 
tended the programme , and 
were imparted training about 
the basic electricity required 
for repair and maintenance of 
house-hold appliances. 


In another programme _be- 
tween November 1-3, 1991, 


staff trainees from various 
rural welfare centres were im- 
arted training on _ the 
manufacture of phenyl, liquid 
blue, shampoo etc. They were 
also instructed on the methods 
and infrastructure required for 
setting up SSI unit 


A two day programme was 
conducted in collaboration 
with Rural Welfare Society, 
Manur and Venus Electricals, 
on November 9 and 10, 1991. 

The staff trainees from various 
Rural Welfare Societies in the 
district were trained in the 
preparation of washing soap 
and detergent powder on the 
first day. On the second day 
the training on ‘Repair and 
Maintenance of Sewing 
Machine’ was given by tech- 
nicians of Venus Electricals. 
Sixty one trainees were present 
for the programme, 


In collaboration with Kovil- 
patti Lakshmi Roller Flour 
Mills Ltd. and Inner Wheel 
Club, Tirunelveli, the Centre 
organised a programme on 
‘Preparation o wheat 
roducts” on December 8, 
991. 80 participants from 


‘ 


oo 
Inner Wheel Club and Rural 
Welfare Centre, Manur_ par- 
ticipating in the programme 
prepared cakes, sweets an 
other wheat products which 
were displayed in an exhibition 
held there, 


A hobby programme on Auto- 
matic Switch Off for Radio in 
Electronics was conducted 
from October 8 — November 3, 
where various ideas on 





Electronic circuils and 
methods of soldering were 
taught to school students from 
various schools. 


In another exercise on separa- 
tion of silver from waste ype 
solution between November 19 
- 30, 1991, 48 students from 
various schools participated. 


The Centre, in collaboration 
with Indian Medical Associa- 
tion Tirunelveli and Associa- 
tion of Physicians of India, 
Tirunelveli - Tuticorin Chapter 
conducted a special seminar on 
Medicine Update on October 
20, | . The seminar was 
conducted in two sessions, one 
devoted to ‘Acute are 

edicine”’ and olher to 
‘Diabetic Specialities’ in 
which eminent doctors spoke 
on the subjects. 


World Aids Day was observed 
on December 1, 1991 in col- 
laboration with AIDS Preven- 
tion Society and the local 
Rotary Club. A special semi- 
nar and a poster exhibition on 
AIDS were organised. Dr. 5. 
Shanmugam delivered a lec- 
ture “About AIDS’ and Dr. 5. 
Murugan spoke on‘AIDS 
Prevention’. The programme 
was followed by a lively dis- 
cussion session between the 
speakers and the audience. 


The Centre and Indian Medical 
Association, = * Tirunelveli 
Branch, organised a meeting 
on December 1, 1991 on the 
‘Overview of Urology for 
General Practitioners’. The 
speakers On the occasion were 
Dr. N.S. Raja, Medical Con- 
sultant and Dr. T.R, Murali 
Consultant Urologist and 
Sterility specialist of Meenak- 
shi Mission Hospital and Can- 
cer Research Centre, Madurai. 
Two lectures on ‘Electra - 
magnetism’ and ‘Electricity for 
Entertainment’ were delivered 
a A.H. Devedas, of 

1EL, Hyderabad on 15th 
December, 1991. 


The basic ideas of Electromag- 
netism were exposited in an in- 
teresting manner and the 
audience, mostly students, en- 
site it. Tribute was pa ed to 

ichael Faraday the father of 
Electromagnetism on the oc- 
casion of his 200 birth anniver- 
sary. 


The Centre celebrated the 
103rd_—s birth anniversary of 
Prof. C.V. Raman with a ex- 
hibition and seminar on his life 
and works on the November 7 
1991. A lecture was delivere 

on ‘Raman SEG MOErORY on 
this occasion. The All India 
Radio, Tirunelveli recorded the 
entire programme 


On December 22, 1991 the 
Centre celebrated the 104th 
birth anniversary of Srinivasa 
Ramanujam. Two lectures, one 
on ‘Ramanujam - The Ever 
Lasting Genius’ by Dr. 53. 
Arumugum, and another on 
“Mathematics in Ancient India’ 
by Prof. |. Janabiraman were 
delivered on that day. An 
Astronomy Awareness 
programme was also in- 
augurated on that day. 


fn oa Teachers’ Training 
Programme conducted from 
November 12 — 23, 1991, forty 
four teachers from various 
schools in Tirunelveli an 
teacher trainees from 
colleges were instructed on 
Carpentry, Fitting work and 
Electrical work. In the 10 day 
programme, 9 seis of leaching 
aids were developed which in- 
cluded 141 teaching aids. 


INTER STATE 
COMPUTER FAIR 


The 6 day Inter-State Com- 
puter Fair held at Birla In- 
dustrial and Technological 
Museum, the first of its kind in 
the country, was based on the 
theme — Energy, Envioronment 
and Evolution. 


It brought together 167 
school students and 10 


teachers from the eight states 
of Bihar, I 
Meghalaya, Uttar Pradesh, Sik- 
oie Karnataka and West Ben- 


Orissa, Assam, 


al. 

The students were  en- 
couraged to develop software, 
which could be used as a 
teaching aid in schools, They 
were also exposed to the ver- 
satility of computers. The 
other events included, com- 
puter quiz, extempore talk and 
essay competitions. 


The Fair was organised on a 
three-tier basis. The district 
level and state level fairs were 
eld earlier. Only the winners 
of the state level competition 
participated in the final contest 
at the Inter—State fair. | 

The fair was inau. 
December 23, by 5! 
Mukherjee, Vicé Chancellor, 
Jadavpur Universit » in_the 
presence of shn B.Sen , ar 
cipal, Bengal Enginecrin = 
lene, Shib ar z Shri 
K.L.Chapra, Director 
Institute of Technology, 
Kharagpur presided over t 
function. 


tated on 
ri Pratip 


Indian 


WESTERN INDIA 
SCIENCE CAMP 


The fourth Western India 
Science Camp was organised 
b ¢ ence Centre, 
Bombay in collaboration with 
the Education Department of 
the Governments of 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa, 
Madhya Pradesh, Daman & 





Diu, Dadra & Nagar Haveli 
and the Department of Science 
& Technology, Government of 
Rajasthan. ~ Almost all the 
states and union territories of 
Western India were repre- 
sented in the camp. 

Mrs Kumud Bansal, General 
Education Secretary of 
Maharashtra, inaugurated the 
Camp. 


All together, 46 projects and 
24 beeen DE aids were prepared 
by the 8 students and 68 
teachers who took part in the 
Camp. 20 prizes in the form of 
science books were awarded to 
successful participants. 

_A plethora of educational ac- 
tivities were conducted in the 
various = work experience 
camps. These included science 
demonstration lectures on 
computers, Taramandal shows, 
HAM demonstration, teachers’ 
workshop, screen printin 
workshop, paper craft anc 
origami workshops, sky obser- 
vation programmes, special 
film shows, science quiz and 
an exciting demonstration on 
“Science vs. Miracles’. 


SCIENCE SEMINAR 
Shri Jasmeet Singh Sahni of 


Government Model Senior 
Secondary School, Chandigarh 
was adjudged the best speaker 
among the thirty one students 
who took the floor in the Na- 
tional Science Seminar held at 
Nehru Science Centre on Oc- 
tober 5, by Dr, Summa Chitnis, 
Vice ancellor, §.N.D.T. 
Women's University, Bombay. 
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Jasmeet will enjoy a scholar- 
ship of Rs, 200)- per_ month, 
while nine other participants 
will receive a scholarship of 
Rs, 100/- each, for two con- 
seculive years. 


The theme of the seminar 
this year was “Origin of life '. 
In the final event at Bombay, 
the participants spoke in Hindi, 
English, Marathi, Gujarati, 
Telugu and Bengali, elucidat- 
Ing their views with the help of 
charts, posters, slides and other 
visual aids. 

All of them received educa- 
tional kits warth Rs 300, as a 
reward for heing the toppers in 
the respective State Level 
Seminars. The prizes were 
given away by Dr. P.K.lyen- 
ear, Chairman, Atomic Energy 
‘COMMISSION. 


ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS 
BOMBAY 


Aspecially chalked-out, week 
long, prosraninie was launched 
at Nehru Science Centre on 
November 12 to celebrate the 
‘th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Centre. 

cience films of varied inter- 
esis were screened, a very live- 
ly demonstration on “Science 
vs Miracles’ was staged and an 
ee ght astronomy canip was 
eld. 

The Science Film, Festival 
covered a wide range of topics 
of popular interest — wild life 
marine life, environment, 
health and energy. The 
astronomy camp included lec- 


ture demonstration, slide 
shows, film shows , mini 
planctarium shows, a question 
answer session and sky obser- 
vation, The proceedings were 
conducted by Shri D.K.Soman, 
as well nown amateur 
astronomer of Maharashtra. 

A great deal of excitement 
ensued from the interaction be- 
tween Shri B. Premanand who 

resented the programme on 

science vs Miracles,’ and the 
thousand onlookers who at- 
tended it. 


Shri Premanand walked on 
fire, burned his own hands and 
placed himself in an under- 
ground samadhi, not by means 
of supematural power, but by 
virtue of science. Ina five day 
workshop, he trained students 
in performing these experi- 
ments, so that they could dis- 
s¢minate among all, the truth 
behind these ‘miracles*. 


PURULIA 


District Science Centre, 
Purulia celebrated the Anniver- 
sary Week from December 9 - 
15, 1991 with special film 
shows for school children. A 
Computer Fair was also held in 
which competitions were held 
in software development, es- 
says On computers and com- 
puller quiz. 





